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IX. Extratt of Jo much of Don Antonio De
Ulloa’s F.R.S. Account of bis Voyage to
South America, as relates to the Diftemper
called there Vomito Prieto, or black Vowmist.
Tranflated from the Spanith by W. Watfon
ERS

Read May 4. HE City of Cartagena in America
1749. is fituate in 10 Degrees, 25 Min.
48% Seconds of North Latitude.  The Weather there
is always fultry hot. A Thermometer conftructed
by Monf(. de Reaumur gave,” on the 19th of Noverm-
ber 1735. one of their Winter-Months, the Degice
of the Warmth of the Air 1025 Divifions and a
half; and this with litcle Variation, both Night and
Day. The greateft Height to which the Spiric af-
cended at Paris the fame Year, by a Thermometer
eraduated in the fame Manner, was 1025 and a half;
half; fo that the Heat of the cool Nightsat Cartagena
vas nearly equal to that of the hotteft Days at Parss.
As the Heats in this Climate are fo great, without
receiving any fenfible Mitigation from the Nights, it
is no Wonder that the Perfpiration of the Inhabit-
ants is very great. From this it comes about, that
a.l thofe who make their Abode tihere anv time, ap-
pear pale and weakly, as though newly recovering
from a Fit of Iilnefs. You remark in all their Ac-
tions, even fo far as in fpeaking, a ccrtain Idlencfs,
and, as our Author expretles himfclf, a Disjointed-
nefs: Norwithftanding this they are in good Health,
shough their Afpedt indicates the contrary. The
People who arrive there from Eurgpe, hold the Ap-

pearance of Strength and Colour in their Counte-
nances
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nances during three or four Months ; but after that
time they lofe both one and the other from the Quan-
tity of Sweat, until they become like the former In-
habitants. Thefe Effe&ts are moft obfervable inyounger
Pecople; on the contrary, thofe who are farther ad-
vanced in Life, when they go thither, preferve their
former Appearance berter, and enjoy fo good a State
of Health,that they live commonly to more than eigh-
ty Years of Age.

As the Temperament of this Country is particu-
lar, {fo are fome of its Diftempers. Thefe may be
confiderd of two kinds; wiz. thofe Diftempers to
which the Europeans newly arrived there are liable,
and tkey cniy; and thofe which are common to all
Perfons, as well Criollos as Chapetones.

The Diftempers of the firft Clafs are many, as the
Refort of the Eurgseans there is very grear.  They
are very dangerous, and often mortal. They fre-
cuently deftroy a grear Part of the People, both
Sailors and o:hers, who arrive there from Eizrope.
The Continuance of thefe Diftempers is very thort ;
they laft but tiree or four Days, in which time the
Sick either die, or are out of Danger. The parti-
cular Diftemper, to which they are moft Lable, is
very little known; though it tak s its Rife in {fomc
from taking Cold, in others trom Indigeftion; but
from which{ocver of thefe, or from what other Caufe
it takes its Rife, 1t becomes in tiie fiort time before-
mention’d the #omito Pricto or black Vomit, which
is what kills them s it being very rare that thofe, who
have it, efcape. It is obicrved in fome, that their
Dclirium is {o violen:, that they are obliged to be
tied down in their Deds, thait they may not tear
themicives in Pieces; and they often die raving with
tac grearclt Degree of Agony., 6
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It is to be remarked, that thofe only are fubjec
to this Diftemper, who arc lately arrived from Eu-
rope : The Inhabitants of the Country, as well as
thofe who have abided there any time, are by no
means liable to it, and enjoy perfect Health during
its greateft Violence. As the Crews of Ships arc
very liable to this Diftemper, and more fo than the
Officers and Paflengers, who have greater Variety of
Food and Liquor, it has been conceived, that the grear
Exercifc and Labour of thefe People, and their feed -
ing upon falt Provifions, prepates their Conftitutions
to be liable in this Climate to a Corruption of the
Blood and Humours, from whence is fuppofed to
proceed the Pomito Prieto. 'What mult beoblerved
is, that although the Crews of Ships fuffer the
greateft Slaughter, neverthelefs Paffengers and others,
who go the Voyage under the greateft Advantages,
with regard to the Conveniences of Life, are not
free from being expofed to it. It muft be remarked
alfo, that thofe Perfons, who, after having been ufed
to this Climate, go from thence, and arc abfent even
three or four Years, are not liable to it at their Re-
turn, but retain their Health like the other Inhabit-
ants; although in their Way of living they have not
obferved the moft exact Regimen.

The Defire of knowing the Caufe of this terrible
Calamity has occupicd from time to time the Minds
of the Surgeons who make thisVoyage in the Galcons,
as well as thofe of the Phyficians of the Country;
and their Opinion has been, that it chiefly takes its
Rife from the Labour to which the Ships Crews
are conftantly expofed, and their Manner of living.
There is no doubt but thefe may greatly contribute

thereto;
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thereto; but then it will be difficult to conceive,
why Perfons who are better circumftanced are like-
wife liable to it: And it is fomewhat c¢xrraordinary,
that, notwith{tanding many Endeavours have been
made towards finding out Remedies equal to this
Difeafe, none have been difcover’d, eirher as Speci-
fics, or Prefervatives; for the Inconftancy of the
Symptoms is fo great, that they arc not in the Be-
ginning to be diftinguithed from rhofe which are in
common to this with flightcr Diftempers ; but the
principal Complaints are at fitft a Wearinefs, and
grcat Diforder in the Head.

This Diftemper docs not always attack the Ships
of Europe at their Arrival in the Bay of Cartagena;
nor is it very ancient in that Country; for what here-
tofore was called Chapetonada, fo denominated, as
thofe from Europe were only liable to it, were In-
digeftions: And though they were in that Climate
always attended with Danger, the Women of the
Country, as they do now, cured them with Eafe,
efpecially when they are taken in time. The Ships af-
terwards going from Cartagenato Porto Bello, it was
there:fucceeded with the great Mortality, which was
alwaysartributed to the Unfeafonablenefs of the Cli-
mate, and to the Fatigue of the Ships Crews in un-
loading their Ships, and in the Bufinefs of the Fair
there,

The black Vomit was not known at Cartagena,
nor in its Neighbourhood, until the Years 1729 and
1730, when firft it carricd off a grear Part of the
Crews of the Ships of War, which Don Domingo
Fuftiniani then commanded, and were then there as
Guarda Coftas. Thefc Ships were firft atracked at

S Santa
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Santa Martha, where the Severity of this Diftem-
pet, and its great Slaughrer, had cait a great Tcrror
upon their Crews. The {ccond Attack of this Dif-
temper. was on board the Galeons commanded by
Don Manuel Lopez Pintado, when its Mortality
was highly formidable, and Death follow'd the At-
tack fo quick, .that Perfons, who were one Day fecn
walking at large, were next Day met carrying to
cheir Graves.

Our Author is of Opinion, that this, as well as
fome other Diftempers to which Europeans are liable
at firft, or foon after their Arrival ar Cartagena, and
other Places nnder the {fame Circumftances, thould
be coufider’d as arifing from the great Alteration that
happens in their Conftitutions there: And this
Change, which from the. Climate is foon brought
about, makes them fuffer this and other Diftempecrs,
which cither deftroy them, or generate in them a
Diipofition to bear the Heats; after which, being as
it were naturalized, they enjoy the fame Share of
Health with the Natives.

Our Author remarks, that at Cartagena, whenthe
Ships from Spazn tail in their Arrival, the European
Produétions, which a: all times are dear, and much
valued there, are fometimes quite expended : Thefc
more particulariy are Wire, Oil, and Raifins. When
this is the Cafe with rcgard to Wine, the Pcople
there fuffer much in their Health; as every body,
except the Negroes, and thofe who ufe Brandy, ac-
cuftom themfeives to drink it with their Food.
From the Want of this, their Stomachs fail, they
grow fick, and this Sicknefs becomes generai. This
Weant of Wine happen’d when our Author arrived

at
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at Cartagena, and the Sickne(s in confequence was
fo gencral in that City, that Mafs, was celebrated
only in one of their Churches.

X. Declinationes quarumdam Szellarum
Aufpralium prime et fecunde magnitudi-
nis, menfe fwnio 1738. cum methodo
inveniendi horam in mari noftu, ex afpectu
Crucis auftralis; per Dn. de la Condamine,
Reg. Societ. Londin. & Acad. Reg. Scient.
Parif. Socium. |

Read May 11.°F Fo declinationes erute funt ex variis
1749 obfer ationibus habitis e quadrante.
tripedali, menfibus Funii annorum 1737, 1738, et
Jequentium, Quitizn Americain latitudine o° 13’ 16"
auftrali, in loco [tilicet 11 minutis fecundis magis
ad auftrum fito, ac locus obfervationis folftitsorum
Dec. 1736, et Junii 1737, cujus latitudinem in
commen:ariolo m:0 de diftantia tropicotums obfervara
gampridem flatueram.

Notandum eff praterea me in calculandis hife
declinationibus ufum fuife tabula refraltionum
Peuri Bouguer pro altitudine Soli Quitienfis que in
commentariis Reg. Scient. Acad. pro anno 1738
g
inferta eff. o .
In navi Argo « Canopus. Stella primz

magnitudinis, et maxima f{ixarum uno

Sirio excepto . . 52 34 16
S:2 Quz



